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Transliteration* and Translation: 

(Only verses 1 and 3 are used in the score.  However verses 2 and 4 are included in this 
transliteration and translation, should the performer desire to re-insert them.) 
 

kɑkɑvi jɛrkə The Partridge Song 
1. ɑɹɛv batsʰvɛtsʰ tʰux ɑmpɛɹɛn, 
kɑkʰɑv tʰərpɑv kanatʃʰ sɑɹɛn, 
kɑnɑtʃʰ sɑɹɛn sɑɹi tsɛren 
bɑɹɛv bɛɹɑv tsɑɫiknɛɹɛn. 

siɹunik, siɹunik, 
siɹunik naxʃun kɑkʰɑvik. 

 
2. kʰo bun hjusɑts tsɑɫiknɛrov, 
ʃuʃɑn, nɑɹgiz, nunufɑɹov. 
kʰo tɛɫ lətsʰvats tsʰoɫ u ʃɑɫov, 
kʰənɛs, kɛlnɛs jɛrg u tɑɫov. 

siɹunik, siɹunik... 
 
3. kʰo tʰɛv pʰɑpʰuk u xɑtutik, 
pəsdik kətudz, kɑɹmiɹ totik, 
kɑrmiɹ-kɑɹmiɹ totiknɛɹov, 
kəʃoɹoɹɑs tʃutiknɛɹov. 

siɹunik, siɹunik... 
 

4. jɛrb kəkɑngnɛs mɑmrot kʰɑɹin, 
sɑɫmos kɑsɛs tsɑɫiknɛrin, 
sɑɹɛɹ, dzoɹɛɹ zəvɑɹtʰ kɑnɛs, 
dɑrdi tsovɛn sirt kəhɑnɛs. 

siɹunik, siɹunik... 
 

1. The sun came out from behind the dark clouds, 
The partridge flew out of the green forest, 
From the edge of the green forest, 
It brings greetings from the flowers. 

Lovely, lovely, 
lovely, colorful partridge. 

 
2. Your nest is laced with flowers, 
Lilies, daffodils, and daisies. 
And glistens with dewdrops. 
You sleep and wake with songs and poems. 

Lovely, lovely.... 
 
3. Your wings are soft and spotted, 
Small little beak, red little feet. 
With your red feet, 
You hop around with your little chicks. 

Lovely, lovely... 
 
4. When you've perched on a mossy rock, 
You recite a psalm to the flowers, 
Cheering up the hills and valleys, 
Giving heart to the sad sea. 

Lovely, lovely... 
 

*Transliteration is written in International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) both here and in the score.  The 
transliteration is based off Armenian pronunciations used before the language reformation that followed 
World War I in order to more closely coincide with what Komitas would have heard. 
 

Duration: 1:00 (Verse 1 and 3) 
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About the Composer:   
Komitas Vardapet is widely considered to be the godfather of Armenian Classical 
Music.  Though born in the Ottoman Empire, he trained as a musician in 
Berlin.  Following his studies, he extensively studied and documented the 
workings of Armenian folk music. The combination of having such a profound 
understanding of Armenian folk music and western training allowed him to 
create truly Armenian classical music. 
 

About the Poet: 
Hovhannes Tumanyan is widely considered the national poet of Armenia.  His poetry 
is so simple, beautiful, and connected to the natural world that many Armenian 
adages and saying come from his work.  In his public life, he had taken on the roles 
of a peacemaker, a revolutionary, and religious leader.  He even founded the House 
of Armenian Art in Tiflis.  From his poetry to his everyday life, Tumanyan lived the 
kind of life that any Armenian, or any person, could aspire to. 

 
The Komitas Series:   
Just as Komitas brought classical music to Armenia, The Komitas Series seeks to bring Armenian classical 
music to the world.  As much of Armenia's classical music can often be difficult to find, translate, or 
transliterate for non-Armenian speakers, The Komitas Series provides performance editions of Armenian 
classical music literature that is more accessible and understandable for all. 
 

Find more Komitas Series scores at: www.vaskenohanian.com/store/komitas 

About the Editor: 
 As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the 
expressivity in his music making.  He strives to compose music that is relevant to 
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in 
his compositions.  He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition 
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music.  As a 
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th 
Annual Hot Air Music Festival. 

 
Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com 

Perusal Score - Do Not Copy 
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.
This is a digital perusal score.  Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.



{
{
{

Performance Edition. Copyright © 2019 by 
Vasken A. Ohanian (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.

1. ɑ

3. kʰo
Ա

Քո

ɹɛv

tʰɛv
րեվ

թեվ

-
-

-

bɑtsʰ

pʰɑ
բաց

փա

vɛtsʰ

pʰuk
վեէց

փ-կ

-

-
-

-

tʰux

u
թ-խ

-

ɑm

xɑ
ամ

խա

pɛ

tu
պե

տ-

-

-
-

-

rɛn,

tik,
րեն,

տիկ,

-

-
-

-

kɑ

pəs
Կա

Պըս

kʰɑv

dik
քավ

տիկ

-

-
-

-

tʰə

kə
թը

կը

rɑv

tutsʰ,
ռավ

տ-ց,

-

-
-

-

Tender and Alert q = 126

° ø ø ø ø
kɑ

kɑɹ
կա

կար

nɑtʃʰ

miɹ
նաչ

միր

-

-
-

-

sɑ

to
սա

տո

ɹɛn,

tik,
րեն,

տիկ,

-

-
-

-

kɑ

kɑɹ
Կա

Կար

nɑtʃʰ

miɹ
նաչ

միր

-

-
-

-

sɑ

kɑɹ
սա

կար

ɹɛn,

miɹ
րեն՝

միր

-

-
-

-

sɑ

to
սա

տո

ɹi

tik
րի

տիկ

-

-
-

tsɛ

nɛ
ծե

նե
-
-

ɹɛn,

ɹov
րեն,

րով

-

-
-

-

4

4

° ø ø ø ø

bɑ

kə
բա

կը

ɹɛv

ʃo
րեւ

շո

-

-
-

-

bɛ

ɹo
բե

րո
-
-

ɹɑv

ɹɑs
րավ

րաս

-

-
-

-

tsɑ

tʃu
ծա

ծ-

ɫik

tik
ղիկ

տիկ

-

-
-

-

nɛ

nɛ
նե

նե

-

-
-

-

ɹɛn.

ɹov.
րեն։

րով,

-

-
-

-

si
Սի

ɹu
ր-

-
-

nik,
նիկ,

-
-

un poco meno mosso
7

7

° ø ø ø ø ø

44

44
44

&bb - -
-

Hovhannes Tumanyan (1869-1923) Komitas Vardapet (1869-1935)
ed. Vasken Ohanian (b. 1990)

Kakavi Yerkə
(The Partridge Song)

&bb
col canto

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&bb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&bb - - - -

&bb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
&bbsimile

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&bb - - - - -

&bb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
&bb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œjPerusal Score - Do Not Copy 
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.
This is a digital perusal score.  Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.



 
 
 
 
 

This page has been removed to encourage 
purchase of the full score. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please Purchase Scores at: 

www.VaskenOhanian.com/Store 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




