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About the Edition: 
Plowing fields was a musical and almost celebratory ordeal in Ottoman Armenia.  Each stage of the 

work was full of singing, both to pass the time and to encourage the buffalo(s) pulling the plow through the 
field.  While ordinarily the plowing and music would take hours upon hours, Komitas's Loru Gutanerg (The 
Plow Song of Lori) takes the music and reduces it down to its essential elements for the purposes of bringing 
it to the concert hall.   

This edition of Loru Gutanerg transliterates and modernizes Komitas's work in an effort to be as true 
as possible to Komitas's compositional intent and the traditions of the Lori people.  The Armenian text has 
been transliterated with the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) into the best approximation of the dialect 
of the Lori villagers in Ottoman Armenia.  The music notation has been modernized judiciously to make 
reading easier. 
 

Duration:  2:30 
 

About the Composer:   
Komitas Vardapet is widely considered to be the godfather of Armenian Classical 
Music.  Though born in the Ottoman Empire, he trained as a musician in 
Berlin.  Following his studies, he extensively studied and documented the 
workings of Armenian folk music. The combination of having such a profound 
understanding of Armenian folk music and western training allowed him to 
create truly Armenian classical music. 

 
The Komitas Series:   
Just as Komitas brought classical music to Armenia, The Komitas Series seeks to bring Armenian classical 
music to the world.  As much of Armenia's classical music can often be difficult to find, translate, or 
transliterate for non-Armenian speakers, The Komitas Series provides performance editions of Armenian 
classical music literature that is more accessible and understandable for all. 

Find more Komitas Series scores at: www.vaskenohanian.com/store/komitas 

About the Editor: 
 As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the 
expressivity in his music making.  Often incorporating elements of his Armenian 
heritage in his compositions, he strives to compose music that is relevant to the 
human experience.  He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition 
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music.  As a 
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th 
Annual Hot Air Music Festival. 

Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com 

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store
This is a digital perusal score.  Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.



 

 

 

Transliteration* and Translation: 

*Transliteration is written in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) both here and in the score 
 

ho, ɔk-nɛli ɑst-ots! 
hiʃ-ɛli ɑst-ots, ho! 
 
prɛ-ɹɛ go-mɛʃ, 
hoj, ɔ hoj, jo-ɑ. 
ɑr, hɑ go-meʃ, 
hoj, ɔ hoj, jo-ɑ. 
tɑr, hɑ go-mɛʃ, 
hoj, ɔ hoj, jo-ɑ. 
lu-sə lu-sɑ-tsɑv, hɑ 
pɑrk kɛz, tɛr, 
bɑ-ɹin ʃɑ-tɑ-tsɑv, 
hɛ, ɔ hoj 
 
prɛ-ɹɛ dʒɑn, ho, pro-ro 
ho, prju-gi dʒɑn, 
ho-rol, ɑj, ho-rol, ɑj, 
kɛ mɑ-tɑɫ, 
ʃi-mɑl dʒɑn, ho-rol, aj 
kɛ mɛr-nim. 
lɑ-tʃin dʒɑn, ho-rol, ɑj, 
ho-ro-lo. 
 
hoj, dus jɛ-lɑv, ho-ɑ, 
ho-ro, ho-ro, ho! 
hoj, rɑ-vɛl ɑ, ho-ɑ, 
ho-ro, ho-ro, ho! 
ho, dus jɛ-lɑv, ho! 

Ho, blessed is God! 
remembered is God, ho! 
 
Prɛɹɛ buffalo, 
hoy, o hoy, yoa 
Take! ha buffalo, 
hoy, o hoy, yoa 
Pull, ha buffalo 
hoy, o hoy, yoa. 
The light has dawned, ha! 
Glory to thee, Lord, 
Goodness has grown, 
hey, o hoy! 
 
Prɛɹɛ, dear, ho, proro 
ho, prjugi dear, 
horol ay, horol ay, 
I sacrifice myself for you. 
Shimal, dear, horol ay, 
I would die for you. 
Lachin, dear, horol ay, 
horolo. 
 
Hoy, it is complete, hoa 
horo, horo, ho! 
Hoy, it is the end of the field, hoa 
horo, horo, ho! 
Ho, it is complete, ho!  

 
Translation Note from Komitas:  
[prɛrɛ], [ho], [hoa], and [joa] are imitations of the sound of the buffalo. 
[Hej] is an imitation of the sound of the plow wheel. 
[prjugi] and [proro] are names of endearment for the buffalo. 

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store
This is a digital perusal score.  Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.
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